Update from Fleur (Co-President Tangata Whenua) 21/7/26

It was a privilege to attend and participate in the annual OMEP World Assembly and
Conference for 2026 in Poznan, Poland - July 14/15 (World Assembly) and July 16 — 18
(Conference).
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Hosting the event in Poland held special historical significance as the homeland of
Janusz Korczak, a pioneer of child-centred education and an early advocate for children’s

rights. Korczak’s vision of children as capable individuals deserving of dignity, respect,
and participation provided a powerful foundation for the assembly and conference. In his
honour, and in remembrance of his collaborators and the children who perished during
the Holocaust, OMEP members visited the Treblinka Museum IN Warsaw (pre-assembly),
and planted trees in the “Korczak Forest,” with each tree representing an OMEP National
Committee. This act symbolised renewal and OMEP’s enduring commitment to peace,
human rights, and the dignity of every child.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janusz_Korczak

In memorium:

A special tribute was made to Dr Maggie Koong of OMEP Hong Kong with a presentation
from her national organisation and also her daughter. It was a beautiful and touching
tribute acknowleding her achievements and commitment to OMEP even with a skydiving
photo of her from a few years ago with her OMEP scarf on!

Regional Meetings

Time in the assembly was given to spending time together in regions. Here is a photo of
our Asia-Pacific colleagues from Australia, China, Japan, Singapore, South Korea, Hong
Kong. We spent time discussing activities and concerns in each region, future priorities
and potential projects together in the future.

OMEP kit

OMEP il OMEP (it OMEP (it OMEP i




We also organised and presented a symposium together on school readiness and
transition to school in each country on day 2 of the conference which was well attended.
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Li Zhang Vice-President of OMEP China confirmed that despite all best intentions,
planning and efforts, the OMEP Asia-Pacific Conference planned for October 2026 in
Shanghai China has been cancelled.

OMEP Pre-Primary Book

OMEP Australia President Kym Simoncini presented a 20 country collaboration on what
pre-primary looks like across OMEP countries. Each contributing member received a
physical copy and it was great to be there to receive it. | will provide a link to the pdf as
soon as it’s available.

I would like to thank OMEP members Ngaroma, Diti, Charlotte and Marianne for working
with me on our contribution which saw the book change from a chapter book at its
original conception to a magazine style flip book. Kym has offered to co-ordinate a
second book with other interested countries.



With OMEP UK new president Ade Labinjo.
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Preschool Visit: Day 1 Conference - Promyczek Kindergarten

All registrants attending the preschool visits on Day 1 were allocated a preschool to visit.
As it was the school holiday period, some centres were open with children attending
while others were not. | visited Promyczek Kindergarten, where a teacher, assistant, and
nine children generously welcomed us into their classroom. We observed activities,
games, art, and play centred on exploring the life cycle of a butterfly, and it was a privilege
to be part of their learning environment. The principal of the public preschool then shared
a presentation about the centre and its curriculum. The preschool also employs a
speech-language therapist, child psychologist, and special educator. A key concern
raised by the principal was the declining birth rate, which is contributing to decreasing
enrolments each year. This was a common theme across many countries, particularly in
the Asia-Pacific region.



https://ple3.poznan.pl/o-nas/

New OMEP World Project Proposal - Presented by VP Europe Cate Carroll -
Accepted.

PROJECT OVERVIEW AND GLOBAL CONTEXT

Project Title
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Key focus: Children’s voices and lived experiences.

Rationale: Despite UNCRC ratification, children’s voices are often missing in decisions
affecting their lives in education and policy.

Amplify children’s voices: this project creates opportunities for children to express
their views as primary knowledge sources.

Diverse communication methods: children communication through visual arts,
storytelling, role play and digital media in culturally responsive ways.

Global exhibition platform: an international exhibition showcases perspectives to
influence policy and professional discussions.

Lasting advocacy and publication: a permanent publication documents children’s
voices as an archival record and advocacy tool for ongoing impact.

If you are interested in learning more or being involved, please contact me:

fleur.newton@gmail.com

Honarary members: Nyamikeh
Kyiamah (OMEP Ghana) and
Mercedes Mayol Lassalle
(OMEP Argentina) with
certificates presented by
current OMEP World President
Adrijana.
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Next World Assembly and Conference 2027: Rabat, Morocco.
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Rabat, Morocco

80" Anniversary World Assembly and Conference 2028: Japan

OMEP Japan President: Tomoko Nasukawa

The OMEP World Assembly and Conference will be hosted by Morrocco, and a significant
milestone of OMEP will see it’s 80" anniversary celebrated and hosted by OMEP Japan. It
would be incredible to see more representatives from Aotearoa New Zealand register to

attend and participate. Note these in your calendars

To keep up to date with OMEP happenings and activities follow OMEP World on
Facebook and OMEP Aotearoa https://www.facebook.com/groups/1499257223690545

Finally, | would like to sincerely thank the OMEP Executive Committee and Te Rito Maioha
ECNZ for their support, without which | would not have been able to attend and
participate.

Nga mihi

Fleur


https://www.facebook.com/WorldOMEP
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1499257223690545

